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Syllabus for-AP Government and Politics: United States,
Instructor: Mr. Meadows
Instructor:
Israel Meadows
673-4682
imeadows@dixiehigh.org
Website: mrmeadows.tk
Course materials:
-American Government

-loose-leaf notebook with paper

-black or blue ink pen

-red ink pen

AP Government is a fun but challenging course.  In addition to regular tests, students will be required read the textbook, articles, chapter key concepts, complete essays and document examination materials, as well as prepare vocabulary flash cards for each chapter. The most important thing to remember is to READ, READ, READ, and understand the material.  Never be afraid to ask questions.  Information about the AP exam will be given to students during the year.
Homework policy: Students should expect homework each night that they have class. Homework may consist of reading, worksheets, research, or a combination of all three. Work is due at the beginning of each class. Homework will not be accepted for full credit after it is collected. Students who are absent are required to turn in the missing assignment on the day they return to class unless prior arrangements have been made with the teacher.
Tests: There are two types of tests students take in the AP course: multiple choice and essay. Most tests will cover one to two chapters from the textbook. Students will be expected to make up missed tests and quizzes in a prompt manner. Prompt means within three school days (not class days) of the missed test or quiz. If a student misses a test or quiz, arrangements for a make up test should be made with the teacher. It is the responsibility of the student to make up the test. Students will know days in advance that a test is approaching. If a missed test or quiz is not made up in the allotted time the student will receive a zero.
Cheating: Cheating in any form is unacceptable! Cheating consists of: sharing answers, copying homework or tests, plagiarism, using a cheat sheet, or any other attempts at not doing your own work. Students caught cheating will receive a zero on the test or assignment and their parents will be notified. If a student has a chronic cheating problem, the student will be referred to the administration for disciplinary action.
Tardies and Absences: Excessive tardies and absences are unacceptable! If tardies and absences become a problem, wherein the student is causing a disruption to the class, the student will be referred to the administration.  Remember this is an AP course and you are held to a higher standard.
Rules: The basic rule for the class is to have respect for yourself and others. This means be in your seat ready to begin class when the bell rings, be prepared with your materials and homework, don’t talk out, don’t demean others, etc. In addition, please refrain from bringing gum, candy, toys, cosmetics, brushes, and lip gloss to class. These items will be confiscated and not returned. 
Grade scale

Homework: 40%

Quizzes and Tests: 60%
It is very important for the students to keep up with the pace of the course. If a student falls behind, it may be necessary to have a parent-teacher conference to discuss the problem. AP Government is not simply an honors course. The class is patterned after a freshman or sophomore college level survey of history. Students will not be permitted to the drop the course simply because of grade dissatisfaction. The benefits of an AP class are numerable. The study skills and testing strategies students learn while taking the course are incredibly valuable.

Classroom Rules:  RESPECT, RIGHTS, RESPONSIBILITY

1. Come prepared to class. You must have the readings for that day, a pen or pencil and a spare, and paper for warm-ups and note taking. Students who need pens or paper may purchase them from me. All proceeds will go to the French Club.
2. Please do not eat food or drink soda in class.(Except for the random piece of reward candy I throw out.)  Gum is ok if it stays in your mouth, but if I catch you putting it under the desk, you will have the fun opportunity to scrape all of the desks for gum.

3. Be on time, or have a signed excusal note if you’re late. I report tardies faithfully. 

4. Every student can leave the classroom for a brief break twice in a quarter. You don't need to raise your hand or ask permission; I'll assume that you need a bathroom break or a drink of water. Further trips out of the classroom will cost 20 participation points each. Students who never use this privilege or us it only once will get 20(or 10) extra credit points at the end of the quarter. 

5. Be respectful. This is the big one. I expect everyone in my class to respect the person, property, opinions, and right to learn of everyone else in the class. If someone is speaking and yes, that includes me, I expect you to listen quietly and attentively. I will insist that your classmates to extend the same courtesy to you.

Your parent’s signature on this syllabus is worth 10 participation points. 
6.  Cell phones are completely off limits even for using as a calculator.

7.  Yes, you do need a note from the office, or called out from the intercom, to be released from class.  This is a liability issue that I need so that if you were in an accident, I have followed correct procedure in letting you out of class.

8.  Please, do not do homework from a different class during mine.  It shows disrespect on your part about me as a teacher, and what we are learning in AP Government.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parents: I would love to meet you at back to school night, and to hear from you at any time. E-mail works especially well, because I can check your student’s records before I reply, but please feel free to call as well.

Parent Signature: ________________________________________

Students Name:_________________________________________


