Name___________________________

Date__________________

Constitutional Convention Webquest
Please log into your computer and go to the following website:

http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/convention/
Click on the Constitution Convention link.

Fill in the blank:

The year was1.________________. The place: the State House 

In2._________________, the same location where the Declaration of Independence

had been signed 3______years earlier. For four months, 55 delegates from the several 

4._____________________met to frame a Constitution for a federal 5._____________________that would last into "remote _________________." 

This is the story of the 6._______________________to that convention and the 

framing of the federal Constitution.
Then click on Introduction to the Constitution Convention.

Read through this page and answer the following questions:
The Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia 1776, issued a resolve to America to create a government that best conduce to the 7.  _____________________ and 

8. _____________________of their constituents in particular and America in general."
9.  Between 1776 and 1780, what was the primary purpose of the colonies new Constitutions?

10.  What was one of the primary objectives created in these early state Constitutions?
11.  What did The Second Continental Congress create as the first continental-wide system of governance?
12.  How did the following people feel about the Articles of Confederation:

George Washington-

James Madison-
13.   Why was Virginia the first State to select delegates to the Constitution?
14.  Who were the delegates from Virginia to the Convention?

Who refused to go, and why?

Now scroll down passed the states delegates and read the following paragraph and fill in the blanks:

__________________________characterized the 55 men who showed up in Philadelphia as "_________________," who created a Constitution that would last into remote futurity. Alexis de__________________marveled at the work of the American Founders: never before in the________________of the world had the ___________________of a country declared the existing government to be bankrupt, and the people, after debate, calmly elected delegates who proposed a solution, which, in turn, was debated up and down the______________for nearly a year, and not a_______________of blood was spilled. Madison, in Federalist_________, indicates the uniqueness of the Founding: never before had there been a democratic founding; all previous____________had been the work of a single founder like_________________. And Hamilton, in Federalist________, suggested that this was a unique event in the history of the world; finally government was going to be________________by reflection and choice rather than force and fraud. And what is also unique is the fact that the framers were relatively young, well________________, and politically experienced. Like the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution was written by delegates immersed in 1) the writings of_______________, Cicero,______________, and Montesquieu, and 2) a world of political experience at both the state and continental level. Both basic documents were written in Independence Hall, ____________________, and thirty signers of the Declaration in 1776 played a vital part in the creation and adoption of the Constitution,_______________________. 

Now click the BACK button and click on Interactive Scene at the Signing of the
Constitution of the United States
Click on the Picture.

Now the names should pop up as you scroll the mouse across the picture.

Click on one of the people.

It should zoom in to that person.

Now click on the learn more button.

Write the following facts about the person you clicked on.

Name_____________________________

State: 

Age at Convention: 

Date of Birth: 

Date of Death: 

Schooling: 

Occupation: 

Prior Political Experience: 

Committee Assignments: Convention Contributions: 

New Government Participation: 
Do this again one more time:
Name_____________________________

State: 
Age at Convention: 

Date of Birth: 

Date of Death: 

Schooling: 

Occupation: 

Prior Political Experience: 

Committee Assignments: Convention Contributions: 

New Government Participation: 
Now click the back button.

Click on Interactive Map of Historic Philadelphia
in the Late 18th Century
Explore the map, and click on and explain about 5 of the dwellings in colonial Philidelphia.Example: Chew House 
(3rd & Walnut Streets) Bingham Mansion


 HYPERLINK "http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/convention/images/chew_house.jpg" \t "new" One block from the  is the Benjamin Chew House. Chew lived on Third Street, south of Walnut, and in the late 1780s entertained the delegates to the Constitutional Convention. George Washington in his diary recorded the following: On May 23rd, "Dined at Mr. Chews—with the Wedding guests… Drank Tea there in a very large Circle of Ladies." 
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