Bills 

Bills are prefixed with H.R. when introduced in the House and S. when introduced in the Senate, and they are followed by a number based on the order in which they are introduced. The vast majority of legislative proposals are in the form of bills. Bills deal with domestic and foreign issues and programs, and they also appropriate money to various government agencies and programs.

Public bills pertain to matters that affect the general public or classes of citizens, while private bills affect just certain individuals and organizations. 

A private bill provides benefits to specified individuals (including corporate bodies).  Individuals sometimes request relief through private legislation when administrative or  legal remedies are exhausted.  Many private bills deal with immigration–granting citizenship or permanent residency.  Private bills may also be introduced for individuals who have claims against the government, veterans benefits claims, claims for military decorations, or taxation problems.  The title of a private bill usually begins with the phrase, "For the relief of. . . ."  If a private bill is passed in identical form by both houses of Congress and is signed by the President, it becomes a private law. 

When bills are passed in identical form by both Chambers of Congress and signed by the President (or repassed by Congress over a Presidential veto), they become laws.

Joint Resolutions 

Joint resolutions are designated H.J. Res. or S.J. Res. and are followed by a number. Like a bill, a joint resolution requires the approval of both Chambers in identical form and the president’s signature to become law. There is no real difference between a joint resolution and a bill. The joint resolution is generally used for continuing or emergency appropriations. Joint resolutions are also used for proposing amendments to the Constitution; such resolutions must be approved by two-thirds of both Chambers, but do not require the president’s signature. Instead, three-fourths of the states must ratify them to become part of the Constitution. 

Concurrent Resolutions 

Concurrent resolutions, which are designated H.Con. Res. or S.Con. Res., and followed by a number, must be passed in the same form by both houses, but they do not require the signature of the president and do not have the force of law. Concurrent resolutions are generally used to make or amend rules that apply to both houses. They are also used to express the sentiments of both of the houses. For example, a concurrent resolution is used to set the time of Congress’ adjournment. It may also be used by Congress to convey congratulations to another country on the anniversary of its independence. Another important use of the concurrent resolution is for the annual congressional budget resolution, which sets Congress’ revenue and spending goals for the upcoming fiscal year.

Simple Resolutions 

Simple resolutions are designated H.Res. and S.Res., followed by a number.  A simple resolution addresses matters entirely within the prerogative of one house, such as revising the standing rules of one Chamber. Simple resolutions are also used to express the sentiments of a single house, such as offering condolences to the family of a deceased member of Congress, or it may give "advice" on foreign policy or other executive business. Simple resolutions do not require the approval of the other house nor the signature of the President, and they do not have the force of law.

How to Write a Resolution

(Title)

What the resolution is about:




“A Resolution to...”




This is a brief explanation of what the

resolution is all about.

N

Wereas (3 to 5 are necessary)

U

Whereas clauses give specific reasons 

M

why legislation is necessary.

B

What is wrong with the current system

E

List of Problems happening now

R


S

Resolutional Statement:  Specifics of 



what you are doing.

H

Restatement of the title in more detail

E

when the resolutional statement needs to 

R

explained further

E

Sections:  Sections may be added to a 



resolution.  The is the criteria for the 



resolution.  They are usualy not 



necessary.

A Resolution 

by Senator Jones


BE IT ADOPTED BY THIS LEGISLATIVE BODY A RESOLUTION TO RESTRICT 


FOREIGN AID TO COUNTRIES NOT CONTROLLING POPULATION GROWTH OR


INCREASING AGRICULTURAL GROWTH.

1
WHEREAS:  World Population, especially in underdeveloped countries, is increasing beyond

2
available food capacity, and 

3
WHEREAS:  World Population growth must be stabilized in order to preserve natural 

4
resources, and 

5
WHEREAS:  Many underdeveloped and third world nations are not acting to help themselves

6
and,

7
WHEREAS:  Many underdeveloped and third world nations are committed to the foreign assistance

8
provided to them;

9
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL REFUSE ANY TYPE OF

10
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE WHO DO NOT MEE THE FOLLOWING:

11
SECTION 1.  All recipient countries must formulate a viable population control plan.

12
SECTION 2.  Recipient countries must formulate a viable plan to increase agricultural production.

13
SECTION 3.  Countries who abide by these rules will receive continued assistance.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE


The purpose of this resolution is to encourage countries to develop economically and stop the population growth 


throughout the world.

FISCAL NOTE


The fiscal impact is minimal, there will be a substantial savings to the federal government, if the nations do not


meet the criteria.

A RESOLUTION

BY_____________________________________________________


BE IT ADOPTED BY STUDENT CONGRESS, A RESOLUTION TO___________________


____________________________________________________________________________

1
WHEREAS:_________________________________________________________________

2
___________________________________________________________________________

3
WHEREAS:_________________________________________________________________

4
___________________________________________________________________________
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WHEREAS:_________________________________________________________________

6
___________________________________________________________________________

7
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT__________________________________________

8
___________________________________________________________________________

9
SECTION 1._________________________________________________________________

10
___________________________________________________________________________

11
SECTION 2.________________________________________________________________

12
___________________________________________________________________________

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE


__________________________________________________________________________
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FISCAL NOTE


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


